
Ouston Primary School Music Progress Map 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Pulse  
and  
Rhythm 

I can find the pulse when listening 
to a piece of music, sometimes 
with some help. 
 
I can clap the rhythm of my name 
and of my favourite food etc. and I 
can also make up my own rhythm 
when my teacher asks me to. 

I can find the pulse when 
listening to a piece of music, 
usually on my own. 
 
I understand the difference 
between the rhythm and the 
pulse.   I can clap a simple rhythm 
over the pulse. 

I can distinguish between 
a pulse and rhythm when 
listening to a piece of 
music.  
 
I understand that 
rhythmic patterns fit to 
the beat. 

I can keep a steady pulse 
on a tuned instrument in 
2/4, 3/4 and 4/4 time 
signatures in different 
tempos. 

On a tuned instrument I 
can accurately perform 
pieces in 3 contrasting 
tempos and time 
signatures.  

When performing solo and 
in an ensemble, I can 
follow  direction to change 
tempo accurately within 
pieces of music. 

Melody 
(and 
notation) 

I know there is a language that 
represents the music we play and I 
have seen music written down. 
I can read and follow symbols to 
perform simple rhythms, 

I know there is a language that 
represents the music we play. 
We sometimes write our music 
down using colours, shapes or 
pictures. 

I can perform using 3 
pitched notes and simple 
rhythms (crochets, 
quavers, minims and 
rests). 

I can perform using 3 or 
4 pitched notes and 
simple rhythms 
(crochets, quavers, 
minims and rests). 

I can perform using 5 
pitched notes and simple 
rhythms (crochets, quavers, 
minims and rests). 

I can perform using 5 or 6 
pitched notes and simple 
rhythms (crochets, 
quavers, minims and 
rests). 

Active 
Listening/ 
Appraising 

I enjoy listening to lots of different 
musical styles from different parts 
of the world. I can sometimes 
recognise  where in the world they 
are from 

I can sometimes recognise / 
identify what the different styles 
of music are and some of the 
different instruments I hear. 

I listen to and appreciate a 
range of music styles from 
different times and 
traditions.  I can discuss 
them using musical 
language. 

I am developing my 
understanding of the 
history of different types 
of music. I can recognise 
a range of different 
music styles including 
RnB, Rock, Reggae, Pop, 
Film/Classical, Musicals, 
Motown, Soul, Disco, 
Funk, Hip Hop, Jazz. 

I am continuing to 
recognise a range of 
different music styles.  I can 
describe and give opinions 
of the music heard with 
confident use of an 
extended range of musical 
terminology.  

I can talk about the key 
features of music 
including: 

 Tempo 

 Instrumentation 

 Melody 
I understand the key 
features of a least 4 
different genres of music. 

Composing 
and 
Improvising 

I have started making up tunes on 
my own and I know that this is 
called improvisation. 

I can make up a rhythm with my 
group and then add a tune to it. 

I feel confident using one, 
two or three notes when I 
improvise. 

I can represent sounds 
on a graphic score with 
symbols for a group 
performance.  

I can represent sounds on a 
graphic score with symbols 
for group performance with 
an awareness of tempo and 
dynamics 

I can compose four bars of 
music using up to 5 notes 
with an understanding of 
note value and time 
signature and melody. 

Performing I can explore and create music 
using my voice and classroom 
percussion instruments.   

I can play my part on un-tuned 
(and possibly tuned) instruments.  
I can start and stop or join in 
when I’m directed as I watch the 
leader. 

I am beginning to learn to 
play a tuned instrument 
and can perform 3 note 
melodies and simple 
rhythms. 

I can perform 3 or 4 note 
melodies to others on 
tuned instruments.  I can 
begin to evaluate my 
performance. 

I can read and play at least 
5 notes on an instrument 
(e.g. recorders) with 
greater accuracy.  I can 
Perform with control, 
dynamics and an 
awareness of others. 

I can perform confidently 
for an audience 
individually and as part of 
a group.  I can evaluate my 
own performance and 
make improvements. 

Singing I can sing and rap in unison with 
my classmates.  I understand that 
we should start and end together 
to make our performance better. 

I can sing a range of songs in 
tune.  I understand that the 
words of songs that we sing 
mean something.  I know that it 
is important to show how I feel 
when I sing. 

I can sing rounds (canons) 
and partner songs, 
maintaining own part with 
some support. I can sing 
songs with a simple 
ostinato part. 

I can sing with a 
developing 
understanding of 
expression and 
dynamics.  

I can confidently sing part 
songs and canons with 
control, expression, 
phrasing and dynamics. 

I can accurately maintain 
an independent part 
within a group in both 
instrumental and vocal 
performance. 

 


