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4th September 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I hope you are all keeping well. We have had a brilliant first three days back at school! Children have settled so well 

into their new classes and are clearly really enjoying being back at school. It has been lovely to see all their happy, 

smiling faces and to hear the buzz and chatter coming from each classroom. We are very proud of them all and I’m 

sure you are too. 

Our new Reception and Nursery children have thoroughly enjoyed their sessions in their new classes too and is has 

also been lovely to catch up with their parents/carers. 

As we end our first week, I thought it would be helpful to share some reminders and additional bits of information 

plus answer a few questions that have come up.  This information is below for you. Do get in touch if you have any 

further questions or concerns. 

Have a lovely weekend everyone, 

Mrs Lavelle 

Headteacher 

 

DROP OFF AND COLLECTION REMINDERS 

In the main, this system is working smoothly; many thanks for your support and cooperation with this. The 

following aspects will ensure that we can continue safe drop off and collection: 

 Please, wherever possible, stick to the timings for your child’s class/year group so we don’t have too many 

people arriving/leaving at once 

 Remember to follow the one-way system – in through the side pedestrian gate for Years 1 to 5 and out 

through the main double gates. If using the top gate be mindful of people approaching from the opposite 

direction. The system for Reception/Nursery and Year 6 seems to be working well so far and we will 

monitor this next week when Reception start full-time. We would ask that Year 6 children/parent carers 

wait next to the back wall and along the fence at their collection/drop off point to ensure easy access to 

the main scooter/bike racks. 

 When waiting or queuing, please ensure that you observe social distancing guidance at all times. 

 Children must not ride bikes or scooters on any part of the yard. 

http://www.oustonprimary.durham.sch.uk/
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 Children must not use the Timber Trail before and after school 

 If your child does not walk to school by themselves (Year 5/6 only) parents/carers must wait with them 

until a staff member arrives at the drop off zone. 

 If using the bike/scooter racks, please use the three areas nearest to the gate - we have put new signs up so 

you know which these are. This will avoid congestion for Year 6 children coming into/leaving school. 

USE OF HAND GEL IN SCHOOL 

Some children have been bringing in their own mini-hand gel bottles to school, particularly if on packed lunch. 

Please don’t feel this is necessary as we have a plentiful supply in school and children are asked to use it at regular 

intervals during the day. However, if you do wish to send this in with your child this is fine; we will just need to 

ensure that they use these sensibly and will get in touch with parents/carers if there are any issues. 

CORONAVIRUS SYMPTOMS AND TESTING 

Please see below the most recent information from Public Health England which gives guidance for schools about 

symptoms to watch out for and when testing should take place: 

‘The Department for Education has worked closely with Public Health England (PHE) and NHS Test and Trace to 
ensure that we are doing all we can to minimise the potential risks of spread. A key part of this is the appropriate 
use of testing to help identify people who are positive and subsequently their contacts. We have made testing 
available throughout the country and anyone with symptoms can book a test online or over the telephone through 
119 to get the certainty they need to protect themselves and those around them. 

Crucial to our overall support for schools and colleges is ensuring that everyone with coronavirus symptoms has 
access to a test as soon as they develop those symptoms. It is vital that we learn from the recent Scottish 
experience, where the return of schools saw a huge increase in demand for tests from people without coronavirus 
symptoms. We want to avoid a similar surge in test demand as England’s schools and colleges return to ensure that 
we continue to prioritise our testing capacity for those with symptoms and to avoid children, students and their 
families self-isolating unnecessarily. 

To ensure we identify those with coronavirus while avoiding a huge increase in demand for tests from people 
without coronavirus symptoms, we ask that you recommend to your pupils, students and staff who feel unwell, that 
they get tested if: 

 they develop one or more of the main coronavirus symptoms: 

 a high temperature 

 a new, continuous cough 

 the loss or change of their sense of taste or smell, or 

 they are recommended to get tested by a healthcare provider (e.g. GP or nurse) 

If a pupil, student or staff member develops one or more of the main coronavirus symptoms described above, only 
they should be tested. There is no need for their households to have a test, unless they are also symptomatic. Unless 
a pupil, student or staff member has one of the three main coronavirus symptoms, they should only be tested if 
instructed otherwise by the local authority, health protection team or their GP. As schools and colleges across 
England return, pupils and students may feel unwell for example with a sore throat, stomach upset or a headache. 
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These pupils and students don’t need to book a test but may need to stay off school or college and seek medical 
advice through their GP or pharmacist as usual’ 

WORKBOOKS 

If you haven’t already done so, please send in any reading books that were sent home during lockdown. Some of 

you may also wish to send in English, Maths or Topic workbooks that children were using as it would be nice for us 

to have some examples of the work children did at home during this time.  

We currently have all of the workbooks that children had in school up to March. We are keeping these for the 

moment as it is good for children to look back at the work they were doing before lock down and the standards 

they were achieving as we work on our Catch Up curriculum. We will send these home at some point during the 

Autumn Term. 

PE KITS 

Your child’s class teacher may already have informed you but for the time being, we are asking children to come in 

wearing their PE kits on the days they have PE. They may wish to wear jogging bottoms rather than shorts, 

particularly on colder days. Your child’s class teacher will let you know which days these are. I think as a result, our 

Lost Property box will not be as full as usual this term! 

STAFF WEARING MASKS/VISORS 

Just to let you know that a small number of our staff members may wear face masks and/or visors during the 

course of the school day. This is for a variety of reasons and includes staff who were previously shielding. The 

children are used to this by now and have a good understanding of the reasons for this. 

THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR 

Unfortunately, we won’t be able to have our usual ‘Welcome to the New School Year’ meetings for parents/carers. 

Instead the teachers will send a Slide Show to you via Class Dojo during the week of 21st September which shows 

you how the class have settled in so far, information about the curriculum for the year ahead and any other news 

or information. Other information will be sent as a paper copy or via email as needed. 

I will send the Key Dates for the year to you all next week. 

 


