
Year 5 
Word Reading 

Applies phonic knowledge to decodes words 

Comprehension 
Reading wide range of age-appropriate texts 

   

Em
er

gi
n

g 
   

 reads at a reasonable speaking pace 

 reads most words effortlessly 

 pronounces unfamiliar words with automaticity 

 reads longer books with sustained interest 

 groups books according to theme or convention 

 recognises when unsure of word meaning / pronunciation and requests help 

 begins to show empathy/understanding with characters’ motives and 
behaviours 

 infers meaning of unfamiliar words from context 

 infers characters’ thoughts feelings and motives 

 summarises and presents stories in own words 

D
ev

el
o

p
in

g 

 develops confidence when reading aloud  recognises an increasingly wide range  of books including myths, legends, 
modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage and stories from other 
cultures 

 talks about favourite authors and types of books, giving reasons for preferences  

 asks questions to enhance understanding of the text 

 retrieves information from a text, using efficient and effective methods 

 recognises author’s viewpoint 

 uses inference and predictions to support reading 

 begins to identify descriptive and figurative language that has been used for 
effect 

 summarises main idea from more than one paragraph 

Se
cu

re
 

 reads aloud with appropriate volume and expression to make meaning 
clear to the audience 

 reads an increasingly wide range of books 

 selects books based on reading experiences and knowledge of books 

 distinguishes between fact and opinion in non-fiction reading 

 explains the effect and impact of author viewpoint  

 discusses author’s use of language for impact and effect using technical terms 
(figurative language, similes, imagery, analogy, metaphor etc.) 

 begins to make comparisons across and between books 

 begins to show the influence of reading in writing 

 builds up a repertoire of poems that are known by heart 

 prepares poems and plays to read aloud 

 



 

 

 

 

Working at greater depth within Year 5 
Exhibits skills with confidence and independence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 6 
Word Reading 

Applies phonic knowledge to decodes words 

Comprehension 
Reading wide range of age-appropriate texts  

   

Em
er

gi
n

g 
   

  recognises reoccurring themes and conventions across a range of texts 

 participates actively in discussion about books 

 discusses how authors use language, including figurative language and how this impacts 
on the reader  

 summarises main idea from more than one paragraph 

 uses elements taken from reading in own writing 

D
ev

el
o

p
in

g 

  retrieves information effectively using organisational features 

 records and presents information from non-fiction texts 

 identifies how punctuation is used for impact and effect 

 recognises authorial techniques and styles and can explain how authors use these to create 
particular moods and effects 

 distinguishes between statements of fact and opinion; and in non-fiction.  

 discusses and evaluates author’s use of language and its impact on the reader 

 explains author’s organisation of a text  

 asks questions to enhance understanding of the text.  

 



Se
cu

re
 

 reads confidently, fluently and effortlessly a range of age-appropriate 
texts including novels, plays, poetry, non-fiction, reference and text 
books  

 determines meaning of new words by applying knowledge of root 
words, suffixes and prefixes  

 demonstrates appropriate intonation, tone and volume when reading 
aloud text, plays and poetry  to make meaning clear to the audience  

 demonstrates a positive attitude to reading by frequently reading for pleasure, both fiction and non-
fiction.  

 reads and demonstrates familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional 
stories, modern fiction and fiction from literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions).  

 recommends books to others based on own reading preferences, giving reasons for choice.  

 knows a wide range of poetry by heart.  

 explains how language, structure, and presentation, can contribute to the meaning of a text.  

 identifies themes and conventions demonstrating, through discussion and comment, understanding of 
their use in and across a wide range of writing. 

 draws on contextual evidence to make sense of what is read, and participates in discussion to explore 
words with different meanings.  

 comments on how language, including figurative language, is used to contribute to meaning.  

 makes  comparisons within and across different texts.  

 draws inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and 
justifying inferences with evidence.  

 makes predictions based on details stated and implied.  

 identifies key details that support main ideas, and uses them to summarise content drawn from more 
than one paragraph.  

 expresses views formed through independent reading and books that are read to them, explaining and 
justifying personal opinions, and courteously challenging those of others.  

 explains and discusses understanding of what has been read, including through formal presentations 
and debates,  

 

 

 

 

Working at greater depth within Year 6 
Exhibits skills with confidence and independence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 


