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NEWSLETTER FOR PARENTS, CARERS & GOVERNORS: JULY 2017 
 
What a fantastic half term we’ve had! The weather has been very kind to us for our many 
outdoor events and our children have kept working hard and behaving well amidst the 
excitement and fun of lots of end of term activities- we are really proud of them all. The 
newsletter contains information about a number of these and other useful information. 
 
On behalf of all of our staff I would like to wish you all a lovely Summer holiday period. We wish 
our Year 6 all the very best as they move to secondary school (you will be fantastic Year 7s!) and 
look forward to seeing the rest of the school and our new Reception children on September 5th. 
Best Wishes, 
Mrs Lavelle 
 
SCIENCE WEEK 
The whole school enjoyed a range of Science activities last week. Each class carried out their own 
investigations. All classes also had a turn with the UV light machine looking at germs on hands 
and the importance of handwashing, Year 5 had a great Science lesson in the laboratory at Lord 
Lawson and each class had a brilliant ‘Cool Science’ session (funded by the Friends of Ouston 
Primary) at the end of the week that included making dry ice, slime and small explosions with 
different chemicals! 
 
SUMMER FAIR 
If you attended, I’m sure you will agree that our first ever Summer Fair was fantastic! Inflatables, 
rides for the younger ones, tombola, ‘mocktails’ bar, book stall, face/nail painting, play and craft 
areas, ‘slime’ making, cake and sweet stalls to name a few of the brilliant attractions.  ‘Splat a 
Teacher’ was also a very popular attraction; well done to Mr Walsh and Mrs Dadswell who were 
great sports and extremely wet and muddy towards the end! 
Thank you so much to the amazing Friends of Ouston Primary who organised this event and to all 
staff and other helpers who were involved. This was a lovely School Community event and we 
were pleased that so many of you were able to join us. A big thanks for all the many donations 
too- the Tombola stall was brilliant! 
 
CELEBRATION NIGHT 
A very special night when we give out a number of Year 6 awards, look back on the year and have 
a number of musical performances. We were so impressed by Year 5 (and Mrs Walsh’s Year 4s) 
with their Samba Drumming and Year 6 with their fantastic ‘School of Rock and Pop’ singing. They 
all showed such talent, confidence and enjoyment during the performances. From Reception, our 
children enjoy a range of music and performance experiences and it is lovely to see their 
progression with this area of the curriculum as they move through school, culminating in their 
Celebration Night and end of Year 6 performances. Well done everyone! 
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SMOOTHIE BIKE 
As an end of term treat and part of our ‘Healthy Lifestyle’ curriculum, we brought a Smoothie 
Bike in this week and each class had a turn to create refreshing fruit smoothies by peddling the 
bike! Please see the leaflets your child brings home today for other ideas about healthy eating 
and exercise during the Summer months. 
 
BRASS BAND VISIT 
As part of the annual Durham Brass Festival we invited a brass band, Mr Wilson’s Second Liners, 
to come into school and perform for us. Their versions of 90s ‘Club Classics’ were greatly enjoyed 
by pupils and staff alike (some very interesting dance moves seen too!). 
 
MISS MYERS’ CLASS ASSEMBLY 
A really lovely Class Assembly last week by Year 3 which was all about community and family. We 
were all a bit emotional following their beautiful singing of ‘Home Town’ by Adele whilst watching 
a slide show showing photos of them with their families at various landmarks around the North 
East. Well done Year 3! 
 
YEAR 6 LEAVERS 
We know we are in for a real treat tomorrow with Year 6’s performance of ‘Our Day Out’. I’m 
sure you will make Mrs Purvis and all of us proud! This starts at 9.10am for Year 6 parents. 
 
FRIDAY FUNDRAISERS 
We have had a number of great fundraisers this half term organised by the children. These have 
included ‘Name the Teddy/Car/Animatronic/Footballer’, ‘Guess the number of sweets in the jar’ 
and singing/dance competitions. Children have chosen a range of worthwhile charities to send 
their money to including: Tiny Lives, Cancer Research and the Bradley Lowery Foundation. Details 
of each of these fundraisers will be added to our school website too. 
Our whole school fundraiser for the Bradley Lowery Foundation last Friday raised £346.  
Well done to all of our children and a big thank you to parents and families for supporting these 
events. 
 
CLASS DOJO 
This has worked well in Mrs Dadswell’s class this half term and we will use it across school from 
September. It is an additional way of teachers communicating with parents/carers and sharing 
great work or activities that your child has done in class. 
 
DIARY DATES  
 
Return to School: Tuesday 5th September 2017 
 
Welcome to the New School Year meeting for parents/carers: Monday 18th September 2017 at 
5pm. This is a chance to meet with your child’s new teacher, see how they’re settling in, look at 
the classroom and find out about the year ahead. A reminder letter will be sent out in September.     
 

  

 


