
DIARY DATES
23rd April

3rd May

6th May

8th May

13th May

24th May

- Return to school

- Training Day (school closed to pupils)

- May Day Bank Holiday

- Year 5 Residential to Robin Wood

- Y6 SATS Week

- 9:10am: Miss Smith’s Class Assembly
- 2:30pm: Miss Stebbings’ Class Assembly
- Break up for Half Term

 

MOTHERS’ DAY
BREAKFAST

We had another fantastic Mothers’ Day breakfast last 
Friday. A very big thank you to our parent volunteers 
and Mrs Tyrrell who organised this event and to all the 
mums, grandmas and aunties who joined us on the day.

DOWN SYNDROME DAY
On the 21st March, we raised
awareness of Down Syndrome
by being involved in World
Down Syndrome Day. The
children and staff wore
mismatched socks and brightly
coloured/patterned tights and
we held a raffle which raised
£138.15 for the Down Syndrome Association. Years 1 
and 2 had a special Assembly, led by one of our mums, 
Mrs Turnbull, who is a Learning Disability Nurse to learn
more about Down Sydrome and ask questions. Other 
year groups had information sharing sessions in classes.



 EASTER COFFEE
AFTERNOON 

We had a fantastic turn out for this year’s Easter 
Coffee Afternoon. Thank you to those involved in 
organising it; to those who donated raffle prizes and 
cakes; and to everyone came along. 

The eggs on display as part of our annual Egg Decorating
Competition were amazing (see the Friends of Ouston 
Primary Facebook page for photos if you missed them). 
What creative children we have at school – well done 
everyone!

SPORTS NEWS 
Fantastic performances from all the children this 
half term at the County Cross Country finals. Well 
done to everyone. A particular mention to the Y3/4 

boys for bringing home 
the silver team medal and
to Matthew G for 
achieving a 1st, 2nd & 4th 
place during the 
Saturday cross country 
running events and who 

came 8th overall out of all the Chester-Le-Street 
schools competing.

Our football team has competed in 8 games so far.  
Unfortunately, we have not qualified for the play-offs 
but the team will take their knowledge and experience 
into next year’s games. We have been very impressed by
their determination and team spirit.

 VISITS/VISITORS
Years 3 and 4 enjoyed a number of interesting 
workshops and exhibits at the Hancock Museum as part 
of their Egyptians Topic. Behaviour and attitude were 
superb throughout the day.

We had some interesting visitors to Years 1, 2 and 
Reception this week in the form of ‘Creatures up Close’. 
This was part of their current ‘Animals’ topic.

Year 4 took part in Medical
Response training and Team
Building activities during an all-
day session in the school grounds
led by TASFL (Thrills and Skills
for Life). Amongst other things,
they built dens, made stretchers
out of branches, lit campfires and
practised some basic First Aid.

We had a very lively day during whole school Zumba 
workshops earlier this half term! Each class took part in
a fun-filled 45 minute session.

Year 5 have been very busy! Following their term of 
Samba Drumming lessons, they treated us and their 
parents to a very special performance this week. They 
were fabulous! They have also enjoyed a visit to two of 
our local secondary schools. The first was to Park View 
where they worked with staff to create some excellent 

sculptures from recycled materials. Last week, they 
then visited Lord Lawson of Beamish School to watch a 



version of Mary Poppins performed by their talented
students. Both events were excellent and pupils gained a
great deal from these experiences, including an insight 
into secondary school life.

Our brilliant KS2 choir are looking forward to 
performing a number of Easter hymns and songs at 
Chester View care home this Thursday. They will also be
making Easter cards with some of the residents.

Two teaching students, Mr Brissenden Ruddy and Miss 
Agar from Durham University have joined us in Year 5 
and 6 this week and will be on placement with us for 10 
weeks up to mid-June.

RIGHTS RESPECTING
SCHOOLS

 
Our Kindness and Respect
buckets are filling up nicely
every week and it is lovely to
hear in Friday’s Assembly
examples of how kind and
respectful pupils (and staff!)
have been each week. 

Just a couple of recent examples are: Dylan (Y6) ‘ 
Helping a visitor find Mrs Lavelle’s Office’ and Miley 
and Harper (Year 1 and Reception) ‘Holding doors open 
for staff and helping to tidy classrooms.’ Keep it up 
everyone!

PARENT/CARER 
SURVEY

A link to our school survey will go out this week via text 
and email. Parents/Carers will have until the 23rd April 
to complete this. We would very much appreciate you 
completing this survey and I will share the results of 
this with you after the Easter holidays.

PUPIL VOICE
 
Year 5 and 6 have completed a Pupil Voice survey this 
week, created by Durham Council to gather pupil 
feedback from across the county. I will share these 
results with you once we receive them

I am now meeting with groups of pupils at least once a 
term to talk to them about different aspects of our 
school work and to hear their views. 

I am also hearing them read and look at their work in 
books. They really enjoy these sessions (plus the juice 
and biscuits we have during these!) and are very keen to
share their views and talk about our school.

CONGRATULATIONS 
MR STORRAR!

Some lovely news to end our April newsletter with: 
Mr Storrar is getting married during the Easter 
holidays. 

I’m sure you will join us
in wishing him and his
fiancée a very happy
wedding day and all the
best for the future.


