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1. Introduction.  
Mathematics is essential to everyday life, critical to science, technology and 

engineering, and necessary for financial literacy and most forms of employment. A high-
quality mathematics education therefore provides a foundation for understanding the 
world, the ability to reason mathematically, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about 
the subject.  

Mathematics is an interconnected subject in which pupils need to be able to move 
fluently between representations of mathematical ideas. Pupils should make rich 
connections across mathematical ideas to develop fluency, mathematical reasoning and 
competence in solving increasingly sophisticated problems. They should also apply their 
mathematical knowledge to science and other subjects.  

The national curriculum for mathematics reflects the importance of spoken language 
in pupils’ development across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically. 
The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are key factors in developing 
their mathematical vocabulary and presenting a mathematical justification, argument or 
proof. They must be assisted in making their thinking clear to themselves as well as others, 
and teachers should ensure that pupils build secure foundations by using discussion to 
probe and remedy their misconceptions.  
 
 
2. Rationale.  
As a primary school it is very important to create an agreed whole school approach of 
which staff, children, parents, governors and other agencies have a clear understanding. 
This policy is the formal statement of intent for our pupils. It reflects the essential part that 
mathematics plays in the education of our pupils.  
 
 
3. Aims.  
a. General aims.  

We aim to provide the children with a mathematics curriculum which will allow them 
to become confident individuals through developing their mathematical skills to their full 
potential. We also aim to present maths as a challenging, exciting, creative and relevant 
subject in order to promote a positive and confident attitude.  

We are committed to giving all of our children every opportunity to achieve the 
highest of standards. We do this by taking account of pupils’ varied life experiences and 
needs. We offer a broad and balanced curriculum and have high expectations for all 
children. The Inclusion Policy helps to ensure that this school promotes the individuality of 
all of our children, irrespective of ethnicity, attainment, age, disability, gender or 
background.  

Our school aims to be an inclusive school. We actively seek to remove the barriers to 
learning and participation that can hinder or exclude pupils. We make this a reality through 
the attention we pay to the different individual and groups of children within our school to 
ensure minimal risk of underachievement. Please refer to the inclusion policy for further 
details.  



 
b. Specific aims.  
Our pupils should:  

 Have a sense of the size of a number and where it fits into the number system.  
 Know by heart and develop rapid recall of number facts such as number bonds, 

multiplication tables, doubles and halves.  
 Use what they know by heart to figure out numbers mentally developing an 

understanding of number patterns and relationships.  
 Calculate accurately and efficiently, both mentally and in writing, drawing on a range 

of calculation strategies, following the ‘Policy for Learning and Teaching Written 
Calculation’.  

 Make sense of number problems and recognise the operations needed to solve 
them. 

 Explain their methods and reasoning using correct mathematical terms.  
 Judge whether their answers are reasonable and have strategies for checking them 

where necessary.  
 Suggest suitable units for measuring and make sensible estimates of measurements.  
 Explain and make predictions from the data in graphs, diagrams, charts and tables.  
 Develop spatial awareness and an understanding of the properties of 2d and 3d 

shapes.  
 
 
4. Provision  

Yearly objectives are taken from the National Curriculum for Mathematics and the 
programmes of study are accessed for the appropriate year group. The expectation is that 
the majority of pupils will move through the programmes of study at broadly the same 
pace. However, decisions about when to progress should always be based on the security of 
pupils’ understanding and their readiness to progress to the next stage. Pupils who grasp 
concepts rapidly should be challenged through being offered rich and sophisticated 
problems before any acceleration through new content. Those who are not sufficiently 
fluent with earlier material should consolidate their understanding, through additional 
practice and intervention programmes, before moving on.  

During the school day, separate to the daily maths lesson, KS2 pupils have the 
opportunity to develop their mental maths skills with a series of mental maths questions. 
KS1 pupils work towards this, usually during Yr1, when recognition of numbers, counting 
ability and basic understanding of addition and subtraction strategies has been established.  

Each year group is taught a daily maths lesson consisting of a mental/oral starter, 
review of prior learning, main teaching activity, skills practise/application opportunity and a 
review/plenary session. Teachers should use their professional judgement to determine the 
activities, timing and organisation in each lesson in order to suit the teaching objectives. In 
Early Years and Autumn Term Yr1, pupils have 2 or 3 maths mornings each week, enabling 
the maths lesson to continue throughout the morning to ensure all pupils receive quality 
adult input and also opportunities to practise and consolidate their knowledge through a 
range of planned, independent  play activities.  In all lessons, there will be an appropriate 
amount of differentiation in the work to meet the needs of individual learners.  



The teaching of mathematics at Ouston Primary School provides opportunities for:  
o group work  
o paired work  
o whole class teaching  
o individual work  

 
Pupils engage in:  

o the development of mental strategies  
o written methods  
o practical work  
o investigational work  
o problem solving  
o mathematical discussion  
o consolidation of basic skills and number facts  

 
At Ouston Primary School we use the correct mathematical vocabulary when 

planning to help determine the appropriate terminology to use in our teaching and children 

are expected to use it in their verbal and written explanations.   

Mathematics contributes to many subjects and it is important the children are given 

opportunities to apply and use Mathematics in real contexts. We encourage staff to make 

cross curricular links where possible in order to provide meaning and context to the 

teaching. This will allow the children to gain an understanding of how mathematics fits in to 

everyday life and make connections with the real world.  

We endeavour at all times to set work that is challenging, motivating and encourages 

the pupils to talk about what they have been doing.  
 

5. Assessment.  
Assessment for Learning (AFL) is regarded as an essential part of teaching and 

learning and is a continuous process which is shared with all learners. All class teachers are 
committed to raising standards of attainment through AFL and are responsible for the 
assessment of all pupils in their class.  

We are continually assessing pupils’ progress. We see assessment as an integral part 
of the teaching process and strive to make our assessment purposeful, allowing us to match 
the correct level of work to the needs of the pupils, thus benefiting the pupils and ensuring 
confidence and progress. We assess against the Year appropriate National Curriculum 
objectives, assessing the children as achieving below average, average or above average. 
We currently also award a level mark, from level 1 through to level 6, with sub-levels c, b 
and a. Levels are used in our data analysis, using itrack, to track pupils progress. Pupils 
working below Level 1 will be assessed using PScales. Pupils are expected to achieve at least 
2 sub-levels progress each academic year.   

In Early Years pupils are assessed against the Early Years Foundation Profile and are 
awarded levels of Emerging, Expected and Exceeding, matched to their achievement of the 
assessed statements.  



Information for assessment is gathered in a variety of ways:  
o Talking to the children  
o Observing and marking work  
o Self and peer assessment  
o Statutory and Non Statutory Assessment tests (Y2-Y6)  

 
Ongoing assessments and data analysis is used to identify groups of pupils who are at 

risk of underachieving. In which case, intervention strategies, programmes and support will 
be put in place to support learning.  

Curricular targets are set during the year to involve pupils in their own learning. 
Targets are discussed with the children and displayed in front of their maths books. When a 
target is achieved it is clearly marked and a new target set. 

The Maths co-ordinator carries out a book scrutiny each term to ensure pupils are 
achieving well, levels of work are appropriate, differentiation is evident and marking is used 
to praise achievement but also to correct and support learning.   
 

 

8. Performance Indicators.  

Performance Indicators, which are the criteria for success of the school’s mathematics 

policy at Ouston Primary School, are:  

o Early Years Foundation Profile 

o KS1 results  

o KS2 results  

o Pupil Step trackers 

o Itrack data  

o Pupil voice (enjoyment of maths and their ability to talk confidently about 

what they are doing)  

 

9. Equal opportunities.  

We incorporate mathematics into a wide range of cross curricular subjects and seek 

to take advantage of multicultural aspects of mathematics e.g. Islamic patterns in RE.  

All children have equal access to the curriculum regardless of race, social 

circumstance or gender. This is monitored by analysing pupil performance throughout the 

school to ensure that there is no disparity between groups.  

Teachers ensure that VAK (Visual, Auditory and Kinesthetic) learning styles are 

acknowledged and opportunities for all learners to use their preferred style are provided. 

HLTA support is given to groups of identified children both in and out of class. Special 

Educational Support Plans are used to address specific areas of weakness and achievable 

targets are set in order to help the child make progress.  

 

 



10. Parental Involvement.  

At Ouston Primary School we encourage parents/carers to be involved by:  

o Inviting them into school to participate in year group maths workshops. To be 

informed about the up to date objectives, methods and strategies we use and 

to work with their child on a range of activities. 

o Inviting them to parent’s evening each term to discuss the progress of their 

child. 

o Providing weekly homework with explanations of mathematical methods used.  

 

11. Resources.  

Each class has a general bank of resources for day-to-day maths lessons. Further shared 

resources can be found in the Maths resource cupboard located in the KS1 corridor. Each 

classroom is equipped with an interactive whiteboard and a range of interactive teaching 

programmes are available both on pupil laptops and Ipads. Additional resources are 

available in school to support children’s learning further, e.g specific teaching programmes, 

(Every Child Counts, Numbershark) 
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