
Ouston Primary School History Overview 2014 – 

What is History? 

“History is who we are and why we are the way we are.” David McCullough 

“Gossip well told.” Elbert Hubbard 

Ofsted’s 6 messages from post- inspection evidence: Historical knowledge is important; 

children tended to have a poor chronological understanding; teaching was variable; 

history better taught as a discrete subject; focus on enquiry; investigate, consider, 

reflect and review teaching better. 

EYFS: The early years Foundation Stage  

Curriculum 

At this stage children should listen to stories, ask how and why; use the past, present 

and future tense; talk about the past and present in their own lives and the lives of 

family members; recognise similarities and differences between families and traditions, 

objects and materials; and role play and make up stories. There are many opportunities 

here for children to find out about the past. 

 

Reference: Cooper, H. (2002) History in the Early Years, London: Routledge. 

 

 



What is history about? 

 People 

 People’s lives 

 Places 

 Societies and their diversity 

 Relationships between different groups 

 Processes of change 

 Individual identity and challenges 

Key theme from The National Curriculum: 

‘A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and 

understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ 

curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive 

questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and 

judgement. ‘ 

The Reception  Year 6 History curriculum grows outwards in terms of skills (e.g. 

questioning, arguing, and judging), outcomes and periods studied: 

Vocabulary 

Acquired/Expected 

EYFS/KS1 

Basic  

Appropriate 

Lower KS2 

Appropriate  

Specialist 

Upper KS2 

Specialist 

 

Written below are the details for the academic year 2013-14. This will be known as 

cycle A and will be taught every other year. Cycle B is currently being planned and 

delivered and will be updated soon.  

Key Stage One have three cycles.  

 

Year/ Key stage Topics covered Key concepts giving 

coherence to the topic 

and supporting 

progression. Perspectives. 

EYFS Personal history Chronology 

Similarity and difference 

Change 
Family history 

KS1 Autumn 2: ‘Famous People’ 

Inventors and their 

electrical inventions 

Historical enquiry and use 

of sources 

Chronology 

Change 

Cause and consequence 

Social and technological 

Spring 2: ‘Digging up the 

past’ 

Archaeology- Mary Anning 



Summer 2: ‘Earth and 

space’ 

Moon landing- learning 

about the past and specific 

events (Neil Armstrong) 

history 

Lower KS2 (Year 3/4) Autumn 1: History of 

chocolate 

Historical enquiry and use 

of sources 

Chronology 

Change 

Social, cultural, military, 

religious and technological 

history 

Cause and consequence 

Spring 1: Stone Age- 

Bronze Age- Iron Age 

Spring 2: The Romans 

Upper KS2 (Year 5/6) Autumn 1: World War Two 

(Link with Kensuke’s 

Kingdom novel) 

Part of the above text 

lends itself to history 

lessons on World War Two. 

In particular, the war 

between the U.S.A and 

Japan. The use of the 

atomic bombs on Nagasaki 

and Hiroshima provide a 

direct link with the novel. 

Individual focus: Harry S 

Truman. 

Historical enquiry and use 

of sources 

Chronology 

Change 

Cause and consequence 

Cultural, social, economic, 

political, military and 

religious history 

Autumn 2: The Americas 

Focuses this half term are 

on American history; the 

enquiry will provide both 

length and breadth of 

study. The topic travels 

chronologically from Native 

American history all the 

way through to the 2008 

Presidential election and its 

historical result. The fight 

by African Americans for 

their civil rights post- 

slavery provides a social 

and moral focus for the 

children to hone their 

historical skills. Individual 

focus: Christopher 

Columbus, Leif Ericsson and 

St Brendan, Martin Luther 

King Jr. and Rosa Parks. 

Spring 1: Land Ahoy! Tudor 

Explorers 

Whilst there’s a Tudor 



topic in year 4 (Lower KS2), 

this topic looks at the naval 

exploration during the 

period. Individual focus: Sir 

Francis Drake and Sir 

Walter Raleigh 

Spring 2: My local area 

Geography/ History 

This topic provides an 

opportunity to visit 

Beamish Museum and focus 

on the local area (including 

an investigation into the 

death of a local miner). A 

study of Ouston pit and 

Urpeth ‘C’ pit will enable 

the children to relate to 

their local history, 

comparing the culture and 

economy with the culture 

and economy of today. 

 


