
Ouston Primary School Geography Overview 2014 – 

What is Geography? 

 People 

 Places 

 People/place interactions 

 Interconnections 

 Interdependence 

 Processes (human and physical) 

 Patterns (human and physical – spatial/repeating) 

 Environment (personal perceptions, change and sustainable 

development/stewardship/conservation). 

Key theme from The National Curriculum: 

“As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to 

deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human 

processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments.” 

The Reception  Year 6 Geography curriculum grows outwards in terms of skills, 

outcomes and locations studied: 

 KS1 Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

Area(s) Studied  Basic world 

knowledge (seven 

continents, major 

oceans, 

significant 

countries) 

 UK 

 Their locality 

 Locate the world’s countries. 

 Use maps to focus on Europe, North 

America and South America, 

concentrating on their environmental 

regions, key human and physical 

characteristics, countries and major 

cities. 

 Name and locate counties and cities of 

the UK, and key topographical features 

(hills, mountains, rivers, coasts etc). 

Intellectual Skills 

Developed 

 Recognise 

 Identify 

 Respond and ask 

questions. 

 Contribute views 

and opinions. 

 Use basic 

vocabulary. 

 Describe 

 Observe 

 Reason 

 Select 

 Classify 

 Categorise 

 Sequence 

 Order 

 Demonstrate 

informed 

understanding 

through 

explanation*. 

 Communicate 

informed views 

and opinions using 

accurate and 

appropriate 

vocabulary. 

 Apply 

 Prioritise 

 Analyse 

 Describe and 

explain* links, 

 Synthesise 

 Make 

substantiated and 

informed 

judgements 

consistent with 

evidence. 

 Evaluate 

 Critique 

 Predict 

 Hypothesise 



 Compare and 

contrast 

 Begin to use 

appropriate 

vocabulary.  

patterns, 

processes and 

interrelationships. 

 Reach conclusions. 

Geographical Skills 

Developed 

 Use world maps, 

atlases and globes 

to identify UK 

and its countries, 

as well as any 

countries, 

continents, oceans 

chosen for study. 

 Use simple 

compass 

directions to 

describe the 

location of 

features and 

routes on a map. 

 Use aerial 

photographs to 

recognise 

landmarks, basic 

human and 

physical features. 

 Devise a simple 

map. 

 Use and construct 

basic symbols in a 

key. 

 Use simple 

fieldwork and 

observational 

skills to study the 

geography of 

their school and 

its grounds, and 

the key human 

and physical 

features of its 

surrounding 

environment. 

 Identify the position and significance of 

latitude, longitude, the Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, 

the Prime (Greenwich) Meridian and 

time zones. 

 Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the 

UK, a region in a European country and a 

region within North or South America. 

 Describe and understand key aspects of 

physical geography e.g. climate zones, 

biomes, vegetation belts, rivers, 

mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, 

and the water cycle. 

 Describe and understand key aspects of 

human geography e.g. types of 

settlement and land use, economic 

activity (how humans generate wealth in 

an area/locality), trade links, 

distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and 

water. 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied. 

 Use eight point compasses, four and six 

figure grid references, symbols and key 

(including the use of Ordnance Survey 

maps) to build up knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and the wider world. 

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, 

record and present the human and 

physical features in the local area using 

a range of methods, including sketch 

maps, plans and graphs and digital 

technologies. 

Vocabulary 

Acquired/Expected 

Basic  

Appropriate 

Appropriate  

Specialist 

Specialist 

 

*Explain – Collating reasonings, discussing possibilities. 


