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RATIONALE 

At Ouston Primary School we believe that communication is a fundamental life 

skill: to educational progress, social interaction, personal development and 

happiness. 

Our aim is that every child should be a competent and confident user of the 

English language; to be able to live, work and succeed in a literate world; to be 

able to express themselves creatively and imaginatively and so be able to 

communicate effectively in school and in life.   

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 

Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of English are laid out in 

the new Primary Curriculum documents (September 2014) and the updated Early 

Years Foundation Stage Profile (Sept 2014). Our English curriculum is delivered 

in accordance with these requirements, whilst also considering the needs of our 

school and its pupils. 

AIMS 

We aim to develop children’s’ abilities within an integrated programme of 

Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing.  Children will be given 

opportunities to interrelate the requirements of English across the curriculum, 

their skills being consolidated and reinforced throughout.  

Children will be taught to: 

Speaking and Listening 

 Speak clearly, fluently and confidently to a range of audiences, 

expressing their ideas, view and feelings 

 Use appropriate language and growing vocabulary to communicate more 

complex meanings 

 Listen to others with concentration and respond appropriately 

 Ask questions to clarify their understanding, extend and follow up ideas 
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Reading 

 Read with fluency, accuracy, understanding and enjoyment 

 Use a wide range of reading strategies to self monitor and correct 

 To develop phonemic awareness and phonic knowledge 

 Use organisational features and systems to find information 

 Develop comprehension skills using a range of strategies to retrieve, 

deduce, infer and interpret information 

 Appreciate a wide variety of literature, including prose, poetry and non-

fiction, from all genres. 

Writing 

 Develop an understanding that writing is both essential to thinking and 

learning and enjoyable in its own right 

 Write with confidence and fluency, organising the content and style of 

what is written to suit the purpose and readership 

 Use spelling punctuation and syntax appropriately 

 Use a wide range of vocabulary effectively 

 Write legibly in both joined and printed styles with increasing fluency 

 Use the planning, drafting and editing process to improve their work  

 Follow grammatical conventions and use Standard English 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING  

At Ouston Primary School, we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in 

our English lessons in order to meet the needs of our pupils. Our principal aim is 

to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding. 

In EYFS language and literacy development are incorporated in all areas of 

learning. Opportunities are provided for children to communicate thoughts, 

ideas and feelings. Purposeful role play is used to develop language and 

imagination. Children are given opportunities to share and enjoy a wide range of 

rhymes, songs, poetry and books. An environment is provided which reflects the 

importance of language through signs, notices and books. Children see adults 

writing and can experiment with writing themselves. Children receive daily 

phonics sessions. Reading is taught discretely as well as in conjunction with 
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other areas of learning. Children will read to and be read to by teachers, other 

adults and by each other regularly, during English sessions and at many other 

times of the day. Children will have a class library book, key words and sounds 

book to take home. They will also have a reading record book for parents and 

teachers to comment upon progress, possible problems and enjoyment of books. 

The value of parents and other family members helping children with their 

reading cannot be overestimated at any age/stage of development.  

In Key Stages 1 and 2, children receive a daily English lesson in which they 

experience a reading or writing activity, a focused word or sentence activity, 

(e.g. grammar, punctuation or spelling), a guided group or independent activity 

and a session to review progress and learning. In all classes children have a wide 

range of abilities and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all 

children by matching the challenge of the task to ability. Staff have high 

expectations that all children can achieve their full potential. A focus in KS1 and 

KS2 is to encourage/support children to write independently, confidently, 

accurately and with growing flair and creativity as they move through the 

school. 

In KS1, pupils have a discrete Phonics session in addition to their English lesson.  

Throughout our school we will: 

 Teach writing through teacher modelling, plus shared, paired and 

individual writing  

 Provide regular extended writing opportunities. This work will be quality 

marked and regularly levelled. Children will be encouraged to review and 

improve their work according to the success criteria and personal 

targets. 

 Provide a variety of opportunities for speaking, listening, discussion, 

debate, role play and drama so that children can learn and practise 

speaking and listening skills and reflect upon their learning. 

 Encourage the use of Response Partners to allow children to develop their 

oral skills, their ability to communicate and cooperate with their peers; as 

well as developing peer assessment using success criteria. 

 Provide a wide range of books for personal reading through access to 

class and school library 
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 Use ICT to provide a stimulating environment or the children and 

reinforce and extend curriculum goals 

 Provide guided reading sessions to teach comprehension skills and assess 

children’s understanding using the APP (Assessing Pupil Progress) sheets 

 Teach spelling strategies, initially through phonic knowledge and Letters 

and Sounds guidelines and then in conjunction with the English P.o.S. 

guidelines: spelling patterns and high frequency words (see Spelling 

appendix) 

 Provide weekly spelling lists and teach LaSaCaWaC  - (look, say, cover, 

write and check)  

 Teach handwriting discretely, (once a week in KS1 and every day for a 

week, at the beginning of each half term) 

 Generate individual and termly English targets which are written in the 

front of English exercise books shared with parents 

 Celebrate the important status of reading by promoting Scholastic Book 

Club, Book fairs and World Book Day 

 Have regular staff meetings for teachers to discuss and moderate 

English levels. These are also moderated/checked by the Leadership team 

at the end of every academic year. 

 

ENGLISH WITHIN THE CREATIVE CURRICULUM 

At Ouston Primary School, teachers will use opportunities to make cross 

curricular links through a topic based curriculum.  We will plan for pupils to 

practise and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired through 

English lessons to other areas of the curriculum. The development of a creative 

curriculum ensures that English will be incorporated purposefully into different 

topics. 

In each year group the coverage of the English curriculum is planned in two 

phases. Teachers have a long term plan, for two cycles, (Year A and B) to ensure 

organisation and consistency for mixed age classes. This is an overview of the 

year’s English work, linked to other areas of the curriculum where appropriate.  

A more detailed, short term weekly plan specifies daily lesson objectives, 

differentiated activities and success criteria of each lesson. 
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INCLUSION 

We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in 

English whatever their individual ability. Children receive a broad and balanced 

curriculum, with learning opportunities provided that are matched to the 

individual needs of children. This includes children with learning difficulties, 

those with English as an additional language, as well as those who have been 

identified as Gifted and Talented. A more personalised learning programme may 

be planned to satisfy specific needs of the child. Children may also access 

intervention programmes as required such as Lexia, Nessy, Catch-Up Literacy 

and 1:1/small group after school tuition. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

All children have equal access and inclusive rights to the curriculum regardless 

of their age, gender, race, religion, belief, disability or ability. We plan work 

that is differentiated for the performance of all groups and individuals. Ouston 

Primary School is committed to creating a positive climate that will enable 

everyone to work free from racial intimidation and harassment and to achieve 

their full potential.  

ASSESSMENT AND TARGET SETTING 

Work will be assessed in line with the Assessment Policy. Also see the School’s 

Marking Policy.  

In EYFS teachers assess children’s reading in a variety of contexts, (both 

informally and formally). This assessment is continuous over the year, following 

the Early Years curriculum and expectations. A baseline test also gives evidence 

about a child’s starting point in Reading.  

Some examples of reading assessment opportunities are: on-going teacher 

assessment, Home/school learning journals, (KS1), guided reading focussed skill 

record sheets, record sheets for Letters and Sounds, Early Literacy Support 

(ESS) records, FS Profile, end of Key Stage and non-statutory tests. 

In KS2, reading assessment is also continuously assessed during guided reading 

sessions. In addition, we use termly using the Rising Stars comprehension tests, 
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(Y3-5), as well as APP. In May, we deliver the Optional SATs in Years 3-5 and 

SAT tests in Year 6. 

Throughout the school, year group and National Curriculum Level expectations 

are used to continuously assess each child’s progress and level in writing. An 

unaided piece of extended writing is more formally assessed at the end of each 

term. This alongside teacher assessment will be used to establish the level the 

child is working at.  

Assessment information will inform the teacher of future targets for individual 

children. The data will also be input to the school’s tracking system, ‘itrack’ in 

order that groups and individual’s progress can be monitored; analysed and 

additional support can be put into place where necessary. 

ROLE OF THE COORDINATOR 

The Subject Leader’s role is to provide leadership in the development of English 

throughout the school by: 

 Providing advice, support and guidance in the field of English.  

 To monitor the teaching of English through lesson observation, book and 

planning scrutinies and analysis of assessment data 

 Keeping up to date with recent English developments. Ensuring that 

statutory requirements for curriculum delivery and assessment are met. 

 Fostering cross curricular links and developing the use of ICT in Literacy 

throughout the school 

 Supporting staff with the delivery of English through INSET training and 

CPD 

CONCLUSION 

This policy is in line with other school policies and therefore should be read in 

conjunction with the following school policies: 

Teaching and Learning Policy 

Assessment Policy 

Marking Policy 

Special Educational needs Policy 
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ICT Policy 

Equal Opportunities Policy 

THE AVAILABILITY OF THIS POLICY 

This policy is available to all those involved with the education of our children at 

Ouston Primary School. This includes parents, students, outside agencies and 

Governors. 

         SUSAN PURVIS          SEPT 2014 

 

 

 

 


