
 

 

 

 

 

Assessing Without Levels 

Information for Parents and Carers November 2015 

This information and advice has been put together to inform you of Ouston 

Primary School’s assessment procedures for this and coming years. 

As many of you will be aware, as of September 2014, the DfE have removed 

assessing with levels for children in primary schools. Schools are to be encouraged 

to create their own non-levels based assessment system. 

Effective Assessment Systems should: 

 Give reliable information to parents about how their child, and their 

child’s school is performing 

 Help drive improvement for pupils and teachers 

 Make sure the school is keeping up with external best practice and 

innovation                            

 (DfE Assessment Principles) 

EARLY YEARS 

Children in the Early Years will continue to be assessed against the Early Years 

Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP for short). This consists of Ages and Stages 

criteria for learners moving through the Early Learning Goals. 

At the end of Reception the children are assessed as Emerging, Expected or 

Exceeding the Early Learning Goals in each area and parents/carers are informed 

of their child’s achievement and development. 



Evidence is gathered across the year to assess and document learning and 

progress. Assessment in EY is gathered through observations of learners, samples 

of learning, photographs and conversations which demonstrate the child’s 

understanding of a given concept. 

In addition to this, staff identify the learning behaviours of children and plan 

lessons and activities to develop a wide range of learning skills in preparation for 

the next stage in their education Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2). 

 

 YEARS 1, 3, 4, 5 

This year, children in years 1, 3, 4 and 5 will no longer be 

assessed against the national curriculum levels that parents 

and carers will have been familiar with. 

In line with the New National Curriculum and raised expectations, children will be 

assessed in a number of ways. 

Ouston Primary school staff will be teaching from the New National Curriculum 

and covering all requirements for the specific year groups. These are called ‘Year 

End Expectations’ 

The ‘Year End Expectations’ have been taken from the New National Curriculum 

and state the minimum requirements a learner must meet in order to ensure 

continued progress throughout the year in line with age expected standards. 

 

Learners are assessed against year group objectives for reading, writing, 

speaking and listening, and maths at the end of each term. Judgements will be 

made as to whether, at each stage, pupils are Commencing, Developing, Secure 

or Exceeding the year group objectives. We aim to ensure that all children reach 

the expected level for their year group at the end of the academic year. 

Parents/carers will be informed of the level their child has reached in Reading, 

Writing, Speaking and Listening and Maths in your child’s end of year report. 

The new Curriculum focuses very much on ensuring children have a breadth of 

understanding within the concepts and skills they learn. The application of skills 
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and understanding across a wide range of curriculum areas is key. Rather than 

moving ‘up’ the stages quickly, the focus is on moving ‘outwards’, developing a 

deeper understanding. 

Progression of every child is closely monitored to ensure all children are working 

at their full potential and any ‘gaps’ can be addressed by providing intervention 

programmes or booster sessions, for example. Class teachers will pass 

information on to the next teacher at the end of the year so they are aware of 

any area that requires further work.  

Staff continue to set differentiated work for classes to ensure that all 

learners needs are met and the learning can be accessed irrespective of ability. 

The most able pupils will be challenged through advanced extension tasks 

relating to their year group objectives.  

Gathering evidence of learners’ progress and development will continue with a 

wide range of Formative Assessment; (day to day assessment through learning 

completed, observations, conversations and guided sessions) which will inform 

staff’s planning and also Summative Assessment (more formal 

assessment/tests) which will play a part in the overall assessment and progress 

checks for learners at the end of each term. 

 

YEAR 2  

  

At the end of Year 2 the children will be given new tests developed by the DfE 

for reading, maths, (arithmetic and reasoning) and grammar, punctuation and 

spelling (GPS). These tests will be marked internally this year. Children will be 

given a scaled score which will show if a child had reached the expected levels. 

(Schools will be informed of the threshold for this after all schools, nationally 

have completed the tests.) A judgement for writing will be made using children’s 

work in class and from assessed pieces of writing.  

Parents/carers will be informed as usual of their child’s end of year Key Stage 

assessment results in July. 



 

YEAR 6 

 

Year 6 children will also be given new National tests developed by the DfE for 

reading, maths, (arithmetic and reasoning) and grammar, punctuation and 

spelling (GPS). These tests will be marked externally and children will be 

awarded a scaled score which will show if a child had reached the expected 

levels. (As with Year 2, schools will be informed of the threshold for this after 

all schools, nationally, have completed the tests.) Children’s writing level will be 

teacher assessed from on-going work in class and assessed pieces of writing.  

There is no longer a Level 6 test, but there will be a new category of ‘highly 

scoring pupils’ which will be determined nationally, after the Y6 SATs have been 

completed.  

Parents/carers will be informed as usual of their child’s end of year Key Stage 

assessment results in July. 

 

We hope you find this information useful. If parents and carers require any 

further information at this time, please contact the school. 


